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EMBASSY OF GREECE IN BEIJING

The last month of the year paves the way for the EU and the euro area to improve eco-
nomic governance and to adopt new measures in response to the sovereign debt crisis.

In this framework of actions towards enhanced economic policy coordination, Greece
aspires to address the current challenges, and to reaffirm its position in its regional and

global environment.

U.S.Vice-President Biden in Athens

Stressing that the purpose
of his official visit to
Greece was to express U.S.
solidarity toward Greece
via the IMF, U.S. Vice-
President, Joe Biden,

stated following his meet-
ing with Greek Prime Min-

ister, Lucas Papademos,
that Greece can count on
U.S. support for its efforts
to overcome the debt crisis,
especially in terms of the

International Monetary
Fund IMF),
On his part, Mr. Pa-

pademos stressed the im-
portance of Biden’s visit
and the long ties of close
friendship, shared values
and struggles for freedom
and democracy between
the two countries, and

-

noted that the U.S. had
steadfastly supported
Greece during this critical
time for Greece’s economy
and that Greece could hope
for a positive U.S. stance
in its effort to overcome
the crisis.

The two men also sat down
to a working dinner given
by Prime Minister Pa-
pademos, during which
they discussed the Cyprus
issue, the Middle East and
the situation in southeast
Europe.

U.S. Vice-

Besides,
President, Joe Biden, con-
veyed his country's solidar-
ity toward Greece during a
meeting with Greek Presi-
dent of the Republic, Mr.
Karolos Papoulias.

According to sources, Bi-
den stressed during the
meeting that the debt cri-
sis was not an exclusively
Greek problem but a
broader European, Ameri-
can and global problem,
and added that the U.S.
wanted Greece to regain
its crucial role in affairs
within Europe and the
Euro zone, indicating that
Washington was prepared
to assist and exert pres-
sure on Europe to find so-
lutions, even if these were
not easy.

U.S. Vice-President, Joe
Biden, Athens, Decem-
ber 5th, 2011

"We are both member-

| states and allies in NATO

and it is in everyone’s inter-
est for Greece to overcome
this difficult situation"

Eurogroup President,
Jean-Claude
Juncker, Brussels,
December 15, 2011

"We decided to release
the sixth disbursement
of the Greek program
now that prior actions
have been met"

IMF Managing Direc-
tor, Christine La-
garde, Washington,
December 5, 2011

"Greece has substantial
achievements  to  its
credit, including a large
fiscal deficit reduction.
Houwever, the program is
in a difficult phase, with
structural reforms pro-

ceeding  slowly, the
Economy weak, and the
external environment

deteriorating. This has
warranted a substantial
downward revision to
the medium-term out-
look.The creation of a
national wunity govern-
ment and the endorse-
ment of program objec-
tives and policies by
major parties is an im-
portant step. The new
government should use
its wider mandate to
steadfastly  implement
the program, which is
the best way to help
Greece manage the risks
it now faces"
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Eurogroup approves 6th tranche of bailout loan

to Greece

Eurogroup President,
Jean-Claude Juncker, an-
nounced in Brussels, after
a meeting of the group,
that the disbursement of
the 8 billion euro 6th
tranche of the 110 billion
euro EU-IMF bailout loan
to Greece has been ap-
proved.

Juncker said that the let-
ters received by the Euro-
group from the leaders of
the three political parties

backing the new national
unity government in
Greece and also from
Prime Minister, Lucas
Papademos, fully satisfied
the Eurogroup demand for
written commitments on
the implementation of the
Memorandum and the
decisions of the October
26-27 Euro zone summit.

He further appealed to the
Greek authorities to speed
up talks with Greece's

private creditors on the
Greek bond swaps, the so-
called PSI, with the aim of
completion of the process
by the end of January.

Besides, the Executive
Board of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
completed the fifth review
of Greece’s economic per-
formance, enabling the
immediate disbursement
of an amount equivalent to
about €2.2 billion.

Greek Government unveils 450-mln-euro project to

expand Piraeus port, draw more cruise ships

Development, Competi-
tiveness & Shipping Min-
ister, Mihalis Chrysso-
hoidis, unveiled an ambi-
tious investment plan
aimed to boost sea cruise
and the port of Piraeus by
creating new jobs in the
port.

The plan, budgeted at 450
million euros, envisages a
project to expand the
southern part of the port
and the construction of a
monorail within the port.
Both projects are expected

to begin in 2012 after
launching separate ten-
ders in the first half of the

year.

The Minister said the Pi-
raeus Port Authority re-
ported revenues totalling
360 million euros from sea
cruises and noted that the
Ministry’s aim is to double
this figure in the coming
years.

George Anomeritis, chair-
man of Piraeus Port Au-
thority, said the port ex-

pected 800 cruise ships to
arrive at the port next
year.

The project to expand the
passenger port will cost
230 million euros and will
offer six new docking spots
for cruise vessels, while
the monorail system pro-
ject will cost around 120
million euros. The mono-
rail system will expand on
double line track with a
length of around five kilo-

metres.




Minister,
Lucas Papademos,
Athens, December
5th, 2011

Prime

"Greece is steadily
aiming at the con-
solidation of good
neighbourly rela-
tions with the former
Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia and will
continue to work to
this end.

In this framework,
Greece  has  sup-
ported the European
course of Skopje in
many cases.

However, a prerequi-
site for the full nor-
malisation of our
relations is to reach
a mutually accept-
able solution to the
name issue. The con-
tinuing provocations
do not contribute to
the consolidation of
good neighbourly
relations and mu-
tual confidence.

Greece remains
steadfast regarding
these positions also
after the Judgment
of the International
Court of Justice.

Our country is ready
to continue the nego-
tiations in order to
solve the name issue
erga omnes, under
the auspices of the
United Nations".

NS

Greece on International Court of Justice
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fYROM v. Greece case

ruling in

Greece said that it will
continue to negotiate in
good faith with the former
Yugoslav Republic of Ma-
cedonia (fYROM) for a
mutually acceptable solu-
tion to the name dispute,
after the International
Court of Justice an-
nounced its ruling in a
case  brought  against
Greece by fYROM, in
which it accused Greece of
violating the terms of the
1995 Interim Accord by
blocking the country’s ad-
mission to NATO in 2008.

The court’s ruling upheld
Skopje’s argument that
Greece had breached its
obligation under Article
11, paragraph 1, of the
interim accord. This states
that Greece will not block
fYROM’s bid to join inter-
national organizations
using the name "former
Yugoslav Republic of Ma-
cedonia".

The ruling is final and
cannot be appealed, but
does not address the main
issue in the long-running
dispute between Greece
and fYROM concerning
the latter’s use of the
name "Macedonia".

In a written statement
issued after the Interna-
tional Court of dJustice
announced its ruling in
the Greece v. fYROM case,
Prime Minister, Lucas
Papademos, stressed that
Greece was prepared to
continue negotiations un-
der the auspices of the
United Nations on resolv-

ing the name dispute with
the former Yugoslav Re-
public of Macedonia, in
order to find a name to be

used erga omnes by
Greece's northern
neighbour, noted that

Greece has supported fY-
ROM's European course
on many occasions in this
framework, underlined
that complete normalisa-
tion of relations requires
achieving a mutually ac-
ceptable solution to the
name 1issue, and added
that continuing provoca-
tions did not contribute to
establishing good
neighbour relations and
mutual trust.

The Greek Foreign Minis-
try stressed in an an-
nouncement that the name
dispute can only be re-
solved through negotia-
tions under the auspices of
the United Nations, and
added that Greece will
study the court’s decision,
while noting that the court
admitted fYROM’s first
submission on whether
Greece had breached the
terms of the interim ac-
cord but rejected fYROM’s
other submissions.

These asked that the ICJ
order Greece not to raise
objections in the future,
either directly or indi-
rectly, to fYROM’s admis-
sion to NATO or other
organizations in which
Greece is a member pro-
vided it uses the tempo-
rary name of fYROM.

The Foreign Ministry an-

nouncement also points
out that the decisions
taken at the NATO sum-
mits in Bucharest in 2008
and subsequent NATO
summits in Strasbourg
and Lisbon were unani-
mous and reflected the
shared conviction of the
member-states that the
name dispute must be re-
solved before fYROM is
invited to join the Alli-
ance.

Besides, in a written state-
ment by UN special envoy
for the fYRoM name issue,
Matthew Nimetz, it is
stressed that the ruling
issued by the Interna-
tional Court of Justice in
The Hague should be
"studied carefully" by both
governments

Matthew Nimetz main-
tained that "in the present
circumstances an insight-
ful stance that focuses on
solutions and not on the
differences will help to
find a viable solution as
soon as possible", and
added that he has in-
formed "both parties that
he is ready to cooperate
with them as soon as pos-
sible and to suggest inten-
sification of the efforts for
a permanent solution".

NATO Secretary General,
Anders Fogh Rasmussen,
in a written statement
underlined that he has
taken under consideration
the ruling issued by The
Hague as regards the bi-
lateral issue between
Greece and fYRoM, and
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added that the ruling does

not affect the NATO deci-
sion reached in the 2008
Summit meeting in Bucha-
rest.

The European Commis-
sion urged Athens and
Skopje to resume negotia-
tions to resolve the dispute
over the name of the for-

mer Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, while declin-
ing to comment on a ruling
announced by the Interna-
tional Court of Justice at
the Hague in the case
brought against Greece by
fYROM.

European Commissioner
for Enlargement, Stefan

~

Fule, said that the Com-
mission noted the court's
ruling concerning the 1995
interim agreement be-
tween the two countries
and said the European
Commission had no juris-
diction with respect to the
specific issue.

Delegation of Chinese maritime officials in Greece

A large group of maritime
and shipping cadres from
the People’s Republic of
China arrived in Greece
for a training visit.

The visit is organized by
China's State Administra-
tion of Foreign Experts
Affairs, while on the Greek
side the visit is coordi-
nated by the Eurasian
Consulting firm S.A. in
cooperation with the Uni-
versity of Piraeus' re-

search centre, and with
technical assistance pro-
vided by the Hellas-China
International Exchange
Center.

The visit to Greece by the
Chinese delegation is the
second iIn  consecutive
years and comes within
the framework of ever-
closer Greek-Chinese
trade and economic rela-
tions.

A briefing of Greek-owned

shipping sector and an
exchange of views on all
major issues dealing with
international maritime
shipping, particularly in
the sectors of risk manage-
ment, safety and insur-
ances, is the focus.

The visit includes tours of
shipping and port facili-
ties, meetings with local
shipping executives, public
sector officials and Greek
business leaders.

Journalist Pantelis Kapsis named new Minister of State

and Government Spokesman

Journalist Pantelis Kap-
sis, former director of TA
NEA and TO VIMA news-
papers and managing di-
rector of the Lambrakis
Publishing Group (DOL),
has been named by Prime
Minister, Lucas Pa-
pademos, as the new Min-
ister of State and Govern-
ment Spokesman.

Mr. Papademos also ap-
pointed Gikas Hardou-
velis, Professor in the De-
partment of Banking and
Financial Management at
the University of Piraeus
and former Eurobank
Group chief economist, as
the director of his eco-
nomic office, and George
Pagoulatos, Professor of

European Politics and
Economy in the Depart-
ment of International and
European Economic Stud-
ies at the Athens Univer-
sity of Economics and
Business, as the director of
his strategic planning
office.

Education Minister proposes that EU debt-crisis

countries cooperate to promote research

Greece's Education Minis-
ter, Anna Diamantopou-
lou, announced that she
has sent letters to her
counterparts in four other
EU countries caught up in
the debt crisis, proposing a
framework of cooperation
and joint action to promote
research and innovation.

In the letters to her coun-
terparts in Spain, Italy,
Portugal and Ireland, Ms.

Diamatopoulou notes the
negative impact of the
fiscal crisis on research
and innovation and the
knock-on repercussions
that their degradation will
have on the competitive-
ness and growth prospects
of the countries involved.

She proposes that research
centers in all five of the
countries worst hit by the
EU debt crisis should co-

operate and that there
should be increased mobil-
ity of young researchers in
the framework of the Hori-
zon 2020 program in order
to attract funds for re-
search and create condi-
tions that will allow post-
graduate students to stay
in Europe, as well as mak-
ing use of European Cen-
tral Bank investment

pro-
grams. /
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Sino-Greek forum in Beijing on Greek studies

The past, the present and
the future of Hellenic
studies in China was the
subject of a two-day forum
in Beijing, in early Decem-
ber, organised by the Cen-
tre for Hellenic Studies of
Peking University and the
Embassy of Greece in the
People’s Republic of
China, and with the con-
tribution of the Peking
University  Centre for
Classical Studies.

Several noted Chinese
Hellenists and noted aca-
demics from universities
throughout China (Peking
University, Tsinghua,
Renmin, Nankai, Fudan,
Beijing Academy of Social
Sciences) participated,
discussing issues and
studies on ancient Greek
and Byzantine history and

philosophy, ancient
drama, ancient and mod-
ern Greek language teach-
ing and translations of
Greek authors to Chinese.

During the opening cere-
mony at the historic li-
brary of Peking Univer-
sity, the Ambassador of
Greece, Mr. Theodore
Georgakelos, the director
of the University's History
department, Gao Yi, the
former Ambassador of
PRC in Greece, Yang
Guansheng, and the gen-
eral director for interna-
tional cooperation of the
Chinese Ministry of Edu-
cation, Xu Yongji, ad-
dressed the audience.

Mr. Georgakelos expressed
his appreciation for the
continuous teaching of
Greek in China over the

past 11 years, citing the
sponsorship of late Greek
shipping magnate Vassilis
Konstantakopoulos to-
wards the Hellenic studies
program in Beijing, as well
as the support by then
vice-rector of Peking Uni-
versity and current Vice
Minister of Education,
Hao Ping, along with the
support of then PRC Am-
bassador to Greece, Yang
Guansheng.

The Greek Ambassador
also thanked, on behalf of
Greece, all of the Chinese
academics for their life-
long efforts, and expressed
a certainty that the up-
coming younger genera-
tions will enhance the cul-
tural and education ties
for the future of the two
countries.

Presentation of book on Socrates & Confucius

The presentation of the
book “Socrates — Confucius:

| Proceedings of Three Con-

ferences on Chinese and
Greek Philosophy”, which
was edited by the Embassy
of Greece in Beijing, the
Chinese People’s Associa-
tion for Friendship with
Foreign Countries
(CPAFFC) and the Institute
for the Advancement of
Euro-Chinese Relations,
took place in Beijing, with

the contribution of the Cul-
tural Department of the
Greek Embassy, and the
promotion by the Press &
Communication Office in
Beijing.

The Ambassador of Greece
in China, Mr. Theodore
Georgakelos, stressed in his
speech that the book is a
pay back of debt to the
scholars, who contributed to
the better understanding of

the thought of the two great
philosophers, expressed the
strong belief that the book
is the beginning for further
studies to come, and
thanked CPAFFC for sup-
port and personal participa-
tion of its members, the
Institute for the Advance-
ment of Euro-Chinese Rela-
tions, and the Cultural
Department of the Em-
bassy, which was in charge
of editing the book.

China Foreign Affairs University students visit Embassy

of Greece in Beijing

Twenty students of China
Foreign Affairs University,
which operates under the
guidance of the Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
visited the Embassy of
Greece in Beijing with the
initiative and the organiza-
tion contribution of the

Press & Communication
Office of the Embassy.

In “Homer” Hall, where
events of the Greek Em-
bassy take place, the Head
of the Press & Communica-
tion Office, supported by the
staff of the Office, briefed
the students on the struc-

ture and the activities of the
Embassy, referred to Sino —
Greek cooperation and to its
perspectives, stressed the
mutually beneficial nature
of this relationship and pre-
sented the potential of fur-
ther enhancing and deepen-

ing the cooperation. /
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The students attended a
DVD on Greek History
and Civilization, and in
the vivid discussion, af-
terwards, expressed their
strong wish to wvisit
Greece, made important
and specific questions on
modern Greek reality,
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Season’s Greetings

Happy

D ynamic Growtk,
R emarkable records,
A ctive cooperation,
g entus mnovation,

O verseas investment,
N ational pride,
Year!

@ress o, Communication Office
TEmbassy of Greece in Betfing

fered folders with Press
and Communication
Office editions, tourism
brochures, and DVDs,
expressed the wish to
continue cooperation and
communication with the
Embassy of Greece in
Beijing.

and focused on the idea
that Greece, supported by
China, will soon overcome
the crisis, while they
voiced their solidarity to
Greece.

At the end of the visit, the
students, who were of-




