ITAATETE 2

SQUARES

H nAateia Opovoiag pazi pe tnv mAareia Zuvtayparog,
givar oiyoupa o1 800 onpavrtikOTEPEG MAATEIEG TNG
npatevouoag. To npdto ox€dio tng ABnvag tov KAeavOn
rat Schaubert otnpizetar otn xapafn evog opboyaviou
1000REAOUG TPIYOVOU OTIG KOPUYPEG TOU ONoiou Tornobe-
Touvtal tpeig nAarteieg, n nAateia OBwvog - onpepIvn
nAateia Opovoiag, n nAateia t@v Mouc®v onpepivn
nAateia Zuvtaypatog Kair n nAdateia Kérpomog otn
diactatpwon 1@V 06av Ileipaidg kar Eppod, otn Béon
onou o Kepapeirog, nou Sev npayparonoinfnke mote.
Ztnv nAateia 'O6evog- Opovoiag npoéBAeme tnv
avéyepon t@v Baocidik®@v Avartopev. H teAdirn oumg
emAoyn tou Aowiokou nave and tnv nAateia Mouodv-
Zuvtdypatog yia Tnv avéyepon tng KATOIKiag Tou
'Ofeva unoBabuice KAN®G Tn onpacia Tng XEPIG MOTE
OU®@G va NAYe! va Naizel NP@TEUOVTA POAO OTN zZAN TNG
noéAng. H nmalaidétepn portoypawia tng mAateiag
Opovoiag mou emionpavOnke oto Apxeio tng I.T.
Enmiroiveviag war I.T. Evnpépoong xpovoAoyeitar
otnv nepiobo 1932-36. Zta t1éAn tng Sexrastiag tou
1920 xa: petrd tnv andéypacn HeETAPoOPAg tou otabupol’
Tou o018npodpoduou and tnv 066 ABnvag kar AuroGpyou
omnou Aertoupyotlioe @¢ apetnpia, otnv nAateia Opovoiag
Eexivnoav ta €pya avapdéppoong tng nAdreiag nou
Baoiotnkav otig HeAETEG TOV APXITERTOVQV E. Aazapidn
rat B.Toaypn. H mAarteia eyrarviaotnke 1o 1932 eni
Anpapxiag Znupou Meproupn.

- Omonoia Square and Syntagma Square are certainly

the two most important squares of the capital. The
first city plan of Athens, drawn by Kleanthes and
Schaubert, is based on designing a rectangular,
isoskeles triangle, at the vertices of which three
squares are located: Othonos Square, Mousson
Square, today’s Syntagma Square, and Kekropos
Square at the crossing of Pireos Street and Ermou
Street, at the level of Kerameikos, which was never
realised. At Othonos - Omonoia Square the plan
proposed to build the Royal Palace. As the final
choice for the location of the Palace was the hill
above the Mousson - Syntagma Square, the value of
Omonoia was slightly reduced, but it never stopped
playing a major part in the life of the city. The oldest
photo of Omonoia Square found in the archives of
the Secretariat General of Communication and
Information dates back to the period 1932-36. At the
end of the 20’s, after the decision to move the train
station from Athinas Street and Lykourgou Street,
where the terminal was located, to Omonoia Square,
the transformation works started on the basis of
studies prepared by the architects E. Lazaridis and V.
Tsagris. The square was inaugurated in 1932, when
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Spyros Merkouris was mayor.
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[MAate{a Ouovolag

[Nporertar yia pia CUpUETPIRN 0UVOESN e Ta KAIHAKOOTACIA
rou odnyouv otov unoyeio otabud tonobetnpéva €va oto
KREVIPO, €va npog v 086 Ilavemotnpiou kar €va mpog
mv 066 Ay. Kevotavtivou. Tlepiperpird Snpioupyodvial
KRapvadeg and to1pEVIOo HE TN HOPPh Kiovog kar otn Bacn
tng KaBe piag rornobeteitar to dyaApa piag povoag.

Zto révrpo tng mAateiag tonmoBfetnbnkav v avbonwe-
Aeia, ta omnoia otnv naAaidtepn YAaon ng KAAUITAV
v NePQIPEPEId TNG.

Enta nepintepa, téooepeig peyaieg avboboOxeg P@TIOTI-
KEG OTNAEG KA1 TNAEP@VIKOI BdAapor cupnAnpeoav ota-
B1ard tov e€orAioud ng niareiag.

EIE 2

Omonoia Square

It is a symmetrical construction with staircases leading to
the underground train station, one in the middle, one
towards Panepistimiou Street and one towards Ag.
Konstantinou Street. The perimeter is decorated with
concrete ventilation pipes in the shape of a column, on the
base of each column the statue of a muse is placed.

In the middle of the square are the florist’s shops, which
were all around it in the previous phase.

Seven kiosks, four huge flower vases, light pylons and
telephone boxes were gradually added to complete the
furnishing of the square.
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MAATEITE X

H mAateia Ouovolag 1ao1/49

H Sutkn mAeupa g Opdvorag. Ze np@o mAavo 1o Eevodoxeio
Mnayreiov kar otn ouvéxeia 1o fevodoxreio Méyag AAéEavEpog.

‘Epya xat 1a 6vo tou E. ToidAep, xtiotnkav oug apxég tg dexaetiag

tou 1880, eratépwbev g Siactatpwong tg ABNvAg pe Ty 1mAa-
teia. Zn ouvéxeta n 086¢ [Merpaidg (onpepa Mavayn ToaAdSapn pe
mv oikia Kopavaiou ( evoSoxeio ‘Actu) ot yevia pie 10 Kape -
pnap Buzavtio oto 106yero.

H paroypapia éxer tpaBnxrei 1a np@a petanoAepikd xpdvia otav
ArOUN KUKAOPOPOUOAV 1 NAEKTPOKIVITA TOAL.

M Omonoia Square 130149

The western side of Omonoia. In the forefront the Bageion Hotel
and further back the Megas Alexandros Hotel. Both of them
designed by E. Ziller, they were built in 1880 on either side of the
crossing between Athinas Street and the Square. Further on Pireos
Street (today Panagi Tsaldari) with the house of Koronaiou (Hotel
Asty) on the corner where the coffee-bar Byzantion used to be on
the ground floor.

The photo is taken in the first post WWII years, when electrical
trams were still moving along the roads.
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1 H Oudvola ) dekaetia tou 1950

To 1936 eni Anpapxiag Korzia aparpéBnrav o otieg e€agpiopiot ka of
Motoeg. Marpivovtar 1a fevodoxeia “Carlton” ot yevia tg miateiag pe
v 006 Adpou kat “E¢¢Aciop” omn yavia tg Aeapdpou INavemortnpiou.
Zopgaeva pe a naaidtepa oupBolaia, om Béon auth UNNPEXE
naAaidtepa N KATOIKIA TOU yV@OToU apxitéktova Avcavopou
Kautavtzoyhou rou katebagiotnke ota An tou 19ou adva yia va
xuiotei 1o Eevoboxeio “Excelsior”. Zug apxég tng Sexaetiag tou 1960 to
akiviro ayopdotnke ané v EGvikn Tparneza. Meta v anoxardota-
on tou and tov kabnynti tou EMIT I Ardnn onpepa oteydzer unoxa-
wotnpa g Tpdnezag. 2o 106yeio 10 zaxaponidoteio tou [Tpdna.

Omonoia during the 50’s

In 1936, when Kotzias was mayor of Athens, the ventilation pipes and the
statues of the muses were removed. Featured are the Carlton Hotel at the
crossing between the square and Dorou Street

and Hotel Exelsior at the crossing with Panepistimiou Avenue. According to
old contracts the house of Lyssandros Kaftanzoglou, the well-known
architect, used to be located here, which was demolished at the end of the
19th century so as to build Hotel Exelsior. At the beginning of the 60's the
property was bought by the National Bank of Greece. After its restoration,
supervised by G. Liapis, professor at the NTUA, it nowadays accommodates
a branch of the Bank. On the ground floor the patisserie of Prapa.
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MAATEITE X

H Oudvola ) dekaetia Tou 1950

Zn peroypapia auth nou npérnet va xpovoloyeitar nepi 1o 1953
Siarpiveta 1o Eevodoxeio “TlavBeov” kat 1o Béarpo KotonotAn Atyo nprv
petarpanei otov kvaparoypdgo Kpdvo and tov apxméxtova Kipmva
Naorapn. H peyaAn ayioa ke ano my entypan 1ou Bedrpou Srapnyizer
v tarvia “Nigog [oGvapng o novepévog tpayoudiactic” eve n YTevA
emypagn “To Aipavi tng kKoAdoeag”. Zrnv anévavi and 1o Eevodoxeio
TavBeov, yavia eni tng Ayiou Kavotavtivou, 1o np@mo noAu@popo Kripio
g Opoévorag, nou ktiotnke Atyo rpiv 10 B’ naykoopo nddepo aro ov
apxmtéxrova Pévo Koutootpn. 210 100YEIO TOU OTEYACTNKE Yia XPOVIA
pappakeio Mnaxdaxou. Ta avBorwAeia €xouv YUyer anod v mAdteia
kabog autn etoipdzetar yia pia aképn opd v’ aAAaer pop@n.

M Omonoia during the 50’s

This photo must have been taken round about 1953, as we see
Hotel Pantheon and the Kotopouli Theatre, just before it was turned
into Kronos cinema house by the architect Kimon Laskaris. The big
poster under the theatre’s signboard advertises the movie “Nikos
Gounaris, the sorrowful singer” and the illuminated sign says “The
harbour of hell”. On the corner opposite Hotel Pantheon, crossing
Ag. Konstantinou Street, the first multi-storey building in Omonoia,
constructed a short time before the Second World War, by the
architect Renos Koutsouris. On the ground floor used to be the
Pharmacy of Bakakos for many years. The florists have left the
square, as yet another change of its form is imminent.
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H Oudvola ) dekaetia Tou 1950

To 1959 n Opodvora ahAdzer kar naAt popen. Ot Adyor nou enéBa-
Aav tn véa Siapdppeon tng NAATEIAG Atav KUKAOWPOPIAKO! KAl
MOAEOSOUIKOL.

H pelémn éyve and tnv Yrnpeoia Okiopot tou Yroupyeiou
Zuyrovaviov kar Anpoocieov Epyev, and 1oug apxItEKTOVEG
Ax. Znavog, 1. BaoiAeiddn, Z. KokroAddn rar I.Mnoydavo.
H empaveia tg MAAteiag (e 1oug EVIUNOOIAROUG MISAKeG kar 101-
aitepa T VUKIA Tou Patizdviouoay, €pyo yAummn I. ZoyyoAdrou-
Aou éy1ve oUpBoAo Tng petanoAekig ABnvag.

B Omonoia during the 50’s

In 1959 Omonoia is going through a reconstruction once again. The
reasons which led to its reformation were to do with the traffic flow
and city planning.

The study was conducted by the Housing Department of the
Ministry of Transportation and Public Works, by the architects Ach.
Spanos, P. Vassiletadis, S. Kokkoliadis and G. Bogdanos. The surface
of the square, with its impressive water jets, especially in the
evening hours when they were illuminated, designed by sculpturer
G. Zongolopoulos, turned into a symbol of post WWII Athens.
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1 H nAatela Opovolac Omonoia Square

“H mAarteia Opovoiag, Oempoluevn ©g n geyaAutépad 1oV ABNvav, “Omonoia Square, considered to be the biggest square of Athens,
KATa pIav VUKIEQIVA TG Aroyn. nocturnal view.
Eyraivia unoyeiov épyav Opovoiag”™ Inauguration of the underground works”.
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1 H nAatela Opovoliac B Omonoia Square
“Xopootarotviog 1ou ApXIEMORONou ABNVeVY e TV Napouciav “With the officiation of the Archbishop of Athens, in the presence of
tou [poédpou tng KuBepviioewg, 1oV appodieav Yrnoupyady, the Prime Minister, the relevant Ministers, many officials and a large
NMoAAGV eMICNPGV KAt TANBOG KOOHOU eRTEAECONCAV ta eyKaivia group of people, the works in Omonoia were inaugurated.
v épyev Opovoiag. Eig v petoypapiav”. On the photograph”.
Nurteprvl anoyig g [MAateiag pe toug patopEvoug udativoug A night view of the square with the illuminated water jets in the
mibakag e1g 1o pécov g oxnpauocbeiong Aipvng” 31-03-59. middle of the artificial pond” 31-03-59.
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MAATEIE X

H mAateia Oyovolag

Zroug undyeroug xopoug 1.200 tp. mepinou Snpoupynbnkav
RATACTAQATd, UTIOKATAOTAHAta tnAeypapeiou taxubpoueiou
TNAEPOVIKOU KEVIPOU ACUKAV KAl UMEPACUKAV TNAEP@VNUATOV
ypaeio ou EOT, rapetépieg, Snpdoia Aoutpd Kar anoxepntipid.
Tote Aerroupynoav yia mp@m popd oty Abnva KuAidpeveg
KAIHAREG.

M Omonoia Square

The spaces underground, appr. 1,200 s.m., accommodated a
varfety of shops, offices for telegraphy, post office, telephone
facilities for local and long-distance calls, a Tourist office, coffee-
shops, and public lavatories. This was the first time when escalators
were used in Athens.

ATHENS



SQUARES

1 H nAateia Opovoiag M Omonoia Square
“Mia wpaia dnoyig 1@V VeV KAWAOTNUAT®V TV EUPICKOUEVOV “A beautiful view of the new shops, located under the surface of
KAt tou kataotp@parog tng IAareiag Opovoiag”™ Omonoia Square”
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[1 To 1988 uia akoun aAayr B In 1988 one more change

‘Evag ardpn yAuntng naipver tn orutdAn. To yuaArvo ayaiua Another sculpturer takes over the baton. The glass sculpture called
tou Apopéa tou Bapdtoou nmporaAei MoAAEG ouzntnoeig oto “Dromeas” (Runner), created by Varotsos, causes many discussions
abnvaikd rorvo. in Athenian society.
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1 Td&pko Moudi M Goudi Park

Axpovoldyrn Undated
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H mAatela T™me MeydAng tou
[Evoug 2X0NQ

H mAareia g MeydAng tou [Evoug ZXOANG otn ouvavinon v
Aewpdpav Bao. Zoyiag kar Bao. Kevortavtivou, o tAn tng
Seraetiag tou 1950 .

Apiotepd, 1 yhneda Orou otn OUVEXEId KUoTnkav 1o EBvikd

18pupa Epeuvav, n EBvixn IMivakobhikn- Mouceio Ahe€avbpou

ZoUtoou, eivar akoun kevd. Aiaxpiverar n apxn g odou
Zn. MeproUpn kar o1 500 mMpodoPara KIOUEVEG TTOAUKATOIKIEG
otn Sractavpwon g pe tg odoug Naiddev xar Nnpnibwv
avtiotorxa. [Tio miow, eni tng 0dou [ewpyiou tou B 10 yrapdz nou
Ktiotnke ano tov apxitéktova Pévo Koutoopn to 1955, nparorio-
p1ard yia v enoxn ou. 210 Babog o Adpog tou Apdnrtod.

Z10 KEVTPO TG PAToypapiag rioe and 1o ndpxo tg Przapeiou ZxoAng,
N MOAUKATOIKIA TV ACIOUATIKGV MOU KATEBaPioTnKe tnv eMOUeVN
Sexaetia yia va kuobei 1o mveupatrd REVIPO tng ABnvag, rou Sev
npayparoromonke noté oto otvoAo tou. [Tio népa drarpivetar 1o
Méyapo g Moukioong tng TTAarevtiag “IAicoia” mou oteydazer
onpepa 1o Buzavtivo Mouoeio.

ZApePa oto REVTPO g rAareiag g MeyaAng tou [Evoug 2xoAng,
éxe1 torioBetnBei o “Apopéag” tou Bapdtoou petd thv arnoparpuv-
on tou and v Opdvora.

EIE 2

The Square of Megalis tou
Genous Scholis (Greek Orthodox
College)

The Square of Megalis tou Genous Scholis at the junction of
Vassilissis Sofias and Vass. Konstantinou Avenue, at the end of the
505s.

On the left the sports grounds, where later on the National Research
Foundation and the National Art Gallery - Museum of Alexandros
Soutsos were built, still empty. Featuring the beginning of Sp.
Merkouri Street and two newly built apartment blocks at the
junction with Naiadon Street and Niriidon Street. Further behind,
on George the II Street, the garage designed by the architect Renos
Koutsouris in 1955, a novelty for that period. In the background
Ardittos Hill.

In the centre of the photo behind the park of the Rizareio School the
officers’ apartment block, which was demolished during the next
decade to be able to erect the Cultural Centre of Athens, which was
never really fully actualised. Further back we see the Mansion of
Duchess Placentia “Ilissia”, which today hosts the Byzantine
Museum.

In the centre of Megalis tou Genous Scholis Square the sculpture
“Dromeas”, a creation by Varotsos, where it is today after its removal
from Omonoia Square.
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H MAatela Babng

H nmAarteia Babng 1 mharteia Ave€aptnoiag Bpioketar otn cupBoAn
v 08V Axapvav, Aooiov, Mapvn kar Kapatepot. [1a mpétn
popd eppavizetar og nAateia oto oxédio éviagng 1o 1867.
Z1a péoa tou 200U ai@va n nepIoxn yipe and v niateia Babng
glval pia MUKVOKATOIKNUEVN CUVOIKIA, JE IKPOAOTIKG KAl UAAAOV
Adird xaparmpa, Tov d10 nepinou rnou diatnpei HEXpP! ohpepa.
Za péoa g Seraetiag tou 1960, ota yevirdrepa pérpa Siapdppaong
rar kataoreung 206 Spopev kar mAateidv, n nAateia Babng n ou
€Xel ANOYEIVET anod auth, i PutepEvn SnAadn Tpryevikh vnoida
riou neprAapBaver éva prpd KaBIourod, 8GO MEPIMTEPA KAI XOPOUG
UYIEIVAG OTO UMOYEIO, NAIPVEL TN HOPPN MIOU OE YEVIKEG YOAUUES
diatnpei kat onpepa. ToryUpm éva SerypatoAdyIo Kpiav SAQV 1oV
PUBUGY KAl TV EMOXAV.

EIE 2

W Vathis Square

Vathis Square or Independence Square is at the junction of
Acharnon Street, Liossion Street, Marni Street and Kamaterou
Street. It appears for the first time as a square in the city plan of
1867. Around the middle of the 20th century the area surrounding
Vathis Square is a densely populated neighbourhood, for middle
class homes, a character more or less maintained until today.

In the middle of the 60's Vathis Square takes its final form, more or
less maintained until today, as part of the general measures to
reform and construct 206 roads; or better what is left of it, which is
a planted triangular traffic island with a bench, two kiosks, and an
underground public lavatory. All around a sample of buildings of all
styles and periods is featured.
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