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I:l H ITAaka eivar n mo nalAid yerrovid tng Abnvag. Ztnv - Plaka is the oldest neighbourhood of Athens. Plaka is the

[TAdxa xtunder n kapdid tng NOANG.

[TepiAapBaver tnv nepioxn nou ratnyopizer anod tn Bopeia
nmAeUpd tou Bpdxou tng ARpONoAng ka1 NepIkAeietar and
11 080Ug Arovuciou Apeonayitou, ApaAiag kar Mntpo-
noAemg yia va ratainer, péow tng odou Bpuoaxkiou,
otov nepiBoAo tng apxaiag Ayopdc.

Av xwpizape tnv [TAdra oe zoveg, t6TE oiyoupa n Nepio-
061EPO Tpayoudiopévn zdvn NG, AUTA IOU MAPAUEVEL
oxebov n ibia and tnv aneAleubépwon Kar GoteEpPa {E
€AAXIOTN RINPIARN Avavémon eivar auth mou Eerivda
and tnv 0866 Abpiavoy Kai NPoxX@Pei MPog ta Nave, td
Avaypiatika, tn QIKPN OUVOIKIa ONOoU KAToiknoav of
KuxAabiteg paotopor nou eyrartactddnkav otn veoouota-
n npetedouca tn dexraetia tou 1830 rar Bonbnoav otnv
orro8o6unon tng Kar katainyer otov Iepd Bpaxo.

Autd arpiBédg to roppudrt: tng [TAdrag to mio ypaQi-
RO, ANEIRKOViZOUV OAEG 01 MAAIOTEPEC YPATOYPAWYIES
nou BpéBnrav oto apxeio tng I.I. Emiroiveviag - I.I.
Evnpépoong ektd6g and yia nou ANeIKOViZEr KOUUATI
tng Karte IMAdrag.

Aev eivar oiyoupa tuxaio, 611 avapeoa 1oug EeX®-
pizouv 800, TpaBnypéveg and EeXmPIOTOUG KAAAITE-
XVEG PATOYPAWPOUG Tng eNoxng, th BovAa Ilanaieo-
avvou rat tov N. Toundazn.

place where the city’s heart beats.

It includes the area coming down from the northern side of
Acropolis rock and is surrounded by Dionyssios
Areopagitis Street, Amalias Street and Mitropoleos Street,
ending through Vryssakiou Street in the surroundings of
the ancient Agora.

If we would split Plaka in zones, then surely its most well-
known zone would be the part which remained almost
unchanged since the Iliberation from the German
occupation, with only minimal building restructuring, and
is the area that starts from Adrianos Street and advances
upwards ending at the sacred rock, called Anafiotika, the
small neighbourhood inhabited by the Cycladian masons,
who came to live in the new capital round about 1830 and
helped to restructure it.

This part of Plaka, the most picturesque, is
depicted in all the older photos found in the
archives of S.G.Communication - S.G.Information,
with the exception of one photo showing a part of
Lower Plaka.

It is not by chance, surely, that amongst all these
shots two are standing out, those taken by two
exceptional artistic photographers of that period,
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Voula Papaionannou and N. Tombazis.
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H TTAAKA

[MAdka TG ABrivac

“Eva xapakrtnpiotukd Spoudkr tng nadidg YEITOVIAG
(TIAaka tng Abnvag. Mia opdda pikpdV padntdv yupve-
vIag ar’ 10 6xXoAeio).”

H peroypawpia eivar tng BovAag INanaiodvvou xkar eivar
axpovoAdynin. [Tpérner va éxer tpaBnxtei tn Sekagtia tou
1940. Ta téooepa pIkpd ayopdkia €Xouv pOAIG OXOAAOEL
ano 1o dnpotikd tng 080U Abpravoy kar avnypopizouv tnv
066 Epexbéag.

B Plaka in Athens

“A characteristic small road of the old neighbourhood
(Plaka in Athens. A group of young students returning
from school).”

This photo is taken by Voula Papaioannou and is undated.
It must have been taken during the 40’s. The four young
boys have just finished classes at the junior school on

Adrianou Street and are climbing up Erechtheos Street.
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T" AvaQLTika JE Ta MIKPA, dTaxta
KTIOPEVQA, OTUTAKIA

Znv nepioxt, yveotn nahid oav “Matpeg [érpeg” Snpiotpynoav
o1 VNOIRTEG 10 “X@pP1d” Toug péoa oty npwretoucd. Or TormKeg
ouvOnKeg, avAAOYeg e QUTEG TTOU yVOPIZav AIT’ TG MATPIOEg ToUG,
Bpaxia, anoroun rAion tou e8apoug, EAAsryn vepolU Sev TOUG
BuordAeyav. ZraAioav oradondua, avorfav SpoudKia, £Kioav
OTEPVEG KA1 £0TNOAV TO X@PIO TOUG, TIOU IPE T’ GVOpd TOU arod T0Ug
NP®TOUG OIKIOTEG Tou, Toug I. Aapiyo kar M. ZrydAa, pactdpoug arr’
v Avapn. Aeraetia tou ‘50.

B The area called Anafiotika with its

small randomly built houses

This neighbourhood, which used to be known in the past as
“Mavres Petres”, provided for the people from the islands their own
“village” inside the capital. The local conditions, rocky ground, steep
inclinations, lack of water, similar to those they were familiar with
from their places of origin, did not present any obstacle to them.
They sculptured the steps, they opened up roads, they built
cisterns, and here they set up their village, which was named after
its first inhabitants, G. Damigos and M. Sigalas, masons from the
island Anafi. Decade of the 507s.
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H TTAAKA

L1 Apoudokaha

Mikpn xapaxrtnpiotiril Spopdoxrala nou Eerkrva amnod
v 086 PaykaBa kar kataAnyer otn XipdBwvog. Eva
ayopdx: kateBaiver tn Spoupdoralia.

Aexraetia’50.

A pedestrian stairway

A small characteristic pedestrian stairway, starting
from Ragava Street and ending at Stravonos Street. A
young boy is descending the steps.

Decade of the 50’s.
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L1 > 006 ZtpdPwvoc.

Mia yuvaira oto oraAordr: tng auAdrnoptag, £€va opn-
pnAarto o16epévio S1akooUNTIRG X@®PIC 1O Pavdapi, 10
proupi tng odunag oto napdbupo, pia KAnNpatapid nou
EenpoBaAAer o10 BABog. Mirpég otrypég tou x0eg.
Aexraetia tou ‘50.

B On Stravonos Street

A woman standing in the tiny door step of the yard, a
hand-made forged-iron decoration without light, the
chimney pipe for the stove through the window, a
climbing vine showing in the background. Small moments
from yesterday.

Decade of the 50’s.
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0d6¢ Epexbewe

Ztn Spopdorada tng obou EpexBéng 1o 1948 éva ropi-
TO0AR1 RATNYPOPIzZEL IPOCEKTIKA YOPIOUEVO U’ €va BapU
teveré. H Anyn éxer yiver andé tn diactavpeon tng
080U EpexBémg pe tnv Epertokpitou.

Ae€ia Siarpivetar to Metoxt tou [Navayiou Tapou.

H potoypapia eivar tou A. Xapioadn.

Erechtheos Street

A little girl is descending carefully, carrying a heavy
load on the pedestrian stairway of Erechtheos Street in
1948. This shot was taken at the junction of Erechtheos
and Erotokritou Street.

On the right we see the Metochi of the Holy Sepulchre.
This photo was taken by D. Charissiadis.
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L1 TIAAdKa ABrva 1ess

Zmn yovia tov o8e@v ©pacuBotlou rar KAeyusdpag.
21 apiotepd n taBépva tng KAnpartapiag, pia and tig
naA1dtepeg NAAKIOTIKEG TABEPVEG.

AAAn pia Anyn tou A. Xapioadn.

B Plaka Athens 194

At the corner of Thrassyvoulou Street and Klepsydra
Street. On the left the taverna of Climataria, one of the
oldest taverns in the area of Plaka.

Also this photo is taken by D. Charissiadis.
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H TTAAKA

L1 AvaglaTika

Mia ywvia ot Avaypiotuka, ota 1éAn tng Sexkaetiag tou
1940.

B Anafiotika

A spot in Anafiotika, at the end of the 1940’s.
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L1 H 0d6c MvnoikAgoug

H 086¢ MvnoikAéoug pe Béa to teixog tng ARPOIIOANG.
AxpovoAldyntn pat. tou N. Toundazn.

B Mnissikleous Street

Mnissikleous Street viewing the Acropolis wall. A photo
taken by N. Tombazis, undated.
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O Ayiog NikéAaoc o PaykaBacg

O Ayiog NirdAaog o PaykaBag and to nave pépog tng
080U Emixdappou.

O rUp1og vadg xpovoloyeitar otov 11o -120 aidva rar
gival eyyeypaupévog pe 1povtAo. Apyotepa otn Bopeia
nAeupd TOU vaou mpootédnke napekrAnoio tng Ayiag
[Tapaoreung.

H potoypapia éxer tpaBnxtei tn Seraetia tou 1940.

St. Nicholas Rangavas

The church of St. Nicholas Rangavas, taken from the
upper part of Epicharmou Street.

The main temple is dated around 11th - 12th century
AD and is decorated with a dome. Later another chapel,
dedicated to Agia Paraskevi, was added on the north
side of the temple.

This photo was taken during the 1940’s.
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L1 O Ayiog NikéAaoc o PaykaBag

O Ayiog NirdAaog o PaykaBag énag parvétav mprv amo-
rataotabet, 1o 1978, and tn yeovia tov 0odédv Enixdppuou
kai Tpmodav.

2n petoypaypia o vadg eivar enixpiopévog. Kartd tng
epyaoieg ouviapnong xkar amnokatdotaong tou 1978
arnoraAuydnke n Buzaviivn toixomnolia tng Boperag
oyng rar tou tpovAou. Ararpiverar 1o maAd KaAunava-
p16 mou Sev undpxe! ma chpepd, KRABOC rar o NUPyog
TOU VEOTEPOU Kaumavapiot oto B8abog.
XapartnpiotikA givar eniong n €1kOVA 1OV AVOIYUAT®V
TOU vaoU, 0aPadg aAAOI®UEVN, NTOU CAREQPA EXOUV AIIO-
Kataotabei otnv apxXIikn HOPYN TOUG.

H potoypawpia eivar tng N. Xpouodkn.

M St. Nicholas Rangavas

St. Nicholas Rangavas, as it was seen from the junction of
Epicharmou and Tripodon Street, before its restoration,
which was done around 1978.

On this photo the church is plastered. In 1978 the
maintenance and restoration works revealed the
sculpted stones used for the construction of the
northern side and the dome, characteristic of the
Byzantine period. We can see the old bell tower, which
no longer exists today, and the more recent bell tower
in the background.

Another outstanding feature is the openings of the
church, clearly damaged, which have been restored to
their original form in our days.

The photo is taken by N. Chroussakis.
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H TTAAKA

L1 >mv nAatela AuoIKpATOUG

UnAd otnv [TAaka otnv nAateia Aucikpdtoug o
nAavodiog avlon®@Ang pe 1o yaidapo tou, mMouAd tnv
npapdrela tou, xpuoavBepa kar vidAieg, aidnuitpidari-
ka. PBrvénwpo. Evag avdpag pe tnv “Kabnueprvia” oto
X€P1 KA TO KOPITOAK! ToU SinmAa S1aAéyouv MPOOEKRTIKA,
xpuoavBeua.

Aexraetia tou 1950.

At Lyssikratous Square

High up in Plaka, at Lyssikratous Square, the wandering
flower-seller with his donkey is selling his goods,
marigolds and dahlias, flowering around the end of
October. It is autumn. A man holding the newspaper
“Kathimerini” and his daughter next to him, are
carefully picking marigolds.

Decade of the 50’s.
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L1 H nAatela Tng Ayiac Aikatepivne

H povn yatoypawia tng opddag autng rnou €xer tpaBnxrei
otnv kAt [TAdra ownv [MAateia tng Ayiag Arkatepivng.
Me ©povio toug kioveg amd 10 poUAikd MEPIOTUAIO KAl
Toug Poivikeg otov mnepiBoAo tou vaou, SUo pIRPA
KOPI1TodKIA BaupdzouV 1a NavnyupIdTKA NAIXViSia KOURAEG,
KPEeBATAKIA, KATOAPOAIKA, RIOAPEG KA1 QUTORIVNIAKIA.

Ta “kaAd@” Pouctavakia 1@V HIKPAV, Td KAAOXTEVIOUEVA
HaAAIG KA O YPOVTIOUEVO! YIOYKOIL, UAG TONOBETOUV Tn
potoypapia npog ta téAn NoepBpiou tnhv napayovi n
Kar avipepa tng Ayiag Arkatepivng.

AAAn pia peroypapia tou A. Xaproddn.

Aexaetia tou 1950.

W St. Catherine’s Square

The only photo of this group taken in Lower Plaka at St.
Catherine’s Square. In the background the columns of
the Roman colonnade and palm trees in the church’s
garden, in the front two little girls admiring the colourful
toys on display, dolls, small beds, cooking pots, guitars
and small cars.

The girls wearing their best clothes, their beautiful hair
and their exquisite ribbons suggest that the photo was
taken towards the end of November, either on the eve or
on the day of St. Catherine’s celebration.

Another photo taken by D. Charissiadis.

Decade of the 50's.
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5 O

>1a opla e MNMAGkag

Anoyn g ABnvag and toug npodnodeg tng ArPONIoAng
oto téAog tng 08ou KAewubpag.

Ap10TEPA EVIONIZOULE TO TzAp TOU ZIAPONAZAPOU KAl OTN OUVE-
xXe1a otn S1actavp@oN NMepinou v oda@v INeAomnida kar AtdAou 10
Qpododyio tou Avbpovikou Kuppnotou, yvaotd ag “TIopyog tov
Avépeov 1 Aépndeg’(B'uiod tou lou p.X. aidva). And 1o
pvnpeio kar npog 1o 8abog exteiverar n 086¢g AidAou.
Mropei raveig va S1arpiver Toug TIPOUAOUG KAl 1A RAUIA-
vapia g Ay. Eipivng kar tng XpuocoonnAidtiooag. Meta
ta Xauteia ouvexizer n 086¢g Iatnoiov.

H ypotoypapia eivar axpovoAdynin Mperner Ouog va Exel
tpaBnxtei ota téAn tng Sexaetiag tou 1950 n otig apxég
tng Sexraetiag tou 1960 otav n avoikoSounon kAt n erng-
KTaon tng noéAng €xe1 Mia NPOX@OPNOEL.

On the border of Plaka

A view of Athens from the foothills of the Acropolis, at the
end of Klepsydra’s Street.

On the left the Fethiye mosque and next to it, at the junction of
Pelopidas Street and Aiolou Street, the Clock of Andronikos
Kyristos, also known as the “Tower of winds” or Aerides (built
during the second half of the 1st century AD). Beginning from
this monument and going further is Aiolou Street.

We can also see the domes and bell towers of the churches
St. Eirini and Chrysospiliotissa. After the area called
Chafteia is the continuation of Patission Street.

This is an undated photograph, but it must have been taken
at the end of the 50’s or at the beginning of the 60’s, when
the restructuring and expansion of the city had advanced
considerably.
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1 H MNMAAKQ XIOVIOUEVN

“Mepirn dnmoyig tng NOAE®C, XIOVICUEVNG, TOV lavoudpio
1963, o omnoiog evéoruye pe PoBepd KPUO KA NAY®VI],
Nnapopo1d TV ONoi®Vv eixe va ndei n noAIG anod 10 NPATOV
€rog tng Itadoyepuavikng karoxng to 1941. Aiarpiverar
eURPIVOG 0 xdpog €évBa o Naodg tou OQluuniou Aidg, pe
v ouotdda eV @Pai®v oTUAeV tou”. 26-11-1963

H potoypayia éxer tpaBnxtei and v o086 Zipdi@vog
otnv [TAdka, otn Siactatpoon tng pe t Oéombog. Ztov
afova tng IMuAng tou Abpiavoy, n 08o6¢g Auciotpdroug
obnyei otn pikpn nAateia OMOU 10 OUGVULO XOPNYIRO
pvnpeio. 2o Babog 6e€1d 10 ekrAncdxi tng Ayiag Qatervig
(1872) ka1 nioe tou 0 AdYog tou METg.

B Plaka in the snow

“A partial view of the city, with snow, in January 1963,
when the weather conditions were extremely severe,
similar to those that the city experienced during the first
year of Italian-German occupation in 1941. We can clearly
see the area hosting the Temple of Olympius Zeus, with the
colonnade of its beautiful columns” 26-11-1963.

The photo is taken from Stratonos’ Street in Plaka, at the
junction with Thespidos Street. On the axis of Adriannos
Gate, Lyssistratous Street leads to the small square with the
homonymous choregic monument. In the background at
the right the chapel of Agia Foteini (1872) and behind it
the hill of Mets.
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