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ATHENS AT THE END OF THE 19th CENTURY

¶¤ÓÙÂ ·ÓÔÚ·ÌÈÎ¤˜ ·fi„ÂÈ˜ ÙË˜ ∞ı‹Ó·˜ Ï›ÁÔ ÚÈÓ ·fi
ÙËÓ Â›ÛÔ‰Ô ÙÔ˘ 20Ô˘ ·ÈÒÓ·.
™›ÙÈ· ¯·ÌËÏ¿ ‰˘fiÚÔÊ· Î·È ÙÚÈfiÚÔÊ·, ÎÂÚ·ÌÔÛÎÂ¤˜…
∏ ÔÏÈÙÂ›· ·ÏˆÌ¤ÓË ·Ó¿ÌÂÛ· ÛÙÔ §˘Î·‚ËÙÙfi Î·È ÙÔÓ
πÂÚfi μÚ¿¯Ô. ∏ ∞ÎÚfiÔÏË Ó· Ê·›ÓÂÙ·È ·fi ·ÓÙÔ‡. Δ·
‡„Ë ÙˆÓ ÎÙÈÚ›ˆÓ ‰È·ÙËÚÔ‡ÓÙ·È ¯·ÌËÏ¿. ªÈ· ÓÂÔÎÏ·ÛÈÎ‹
ÔÏÈÙÂ›· ÛÙÔ Û‡ÓÔÏÔ ÙË˜ ÌÔÓ·‰ÈÎ‹ ÛÙÔÓ ÎfiÛÌÔ. °È·Ù›
Ô˘ıÂÓ¿ ·ÏÏÔ‡ ‰ÂÓ ı· Û˘Ó·ÓÙ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ Ê·ÈÓfiÌÂÓÔ,
ÙÔ˘ Ó· Î˘ÚÈ·Ú¯Â› ‰ËÏ·‰‹ Ô ÓÂÔÎÏ·ÛÈÎfi˜ Ú˘ıÌfi˜ ·fi Ù·
μ·ÛÈÏÈÎ¿ ∞Ó¿ÎÙÔÚ·, Ì¤¯ÚÈ ÙÔ ÈÔ ÌÈÎÚfi ·ÛÙÈÎfi ÛÈÙ¿ÎÈ.
√È ÊˆÙÔÁÚ·Ê›Â˜ ‰ÂÓ ·Ó·Ê¤ÚÔ˘Ó ÙÔ fiÓÔÌ· ÙÔ˘ ‰ËÌÈÔ˘Ú-
ÁÔ‡ ÙÔ˘˜. ŸÌˆ˜ ÛÂ ÌÈ· ·’ ·˘Ù¤˜, ·ÓÙ› ÁÈ· ˘ÔÁÚ·Ê‹
¤¯ÂÈ ·ÔÙ˘ˆıÂ› ÛÙË Î¿Ùˆ ÁˆÓ›· ·ÚÈÛÙÂÚ¿ Ë ÛÎÈ¿ ÙÔ˘.
∂›Ó·È ÔÈ ·Ï·ÈfiÙÂÚÂ˜ ÊˆÙÔÁÚ·Ê›Â˜ ÙÔ˘ ·Ú¯Â›Ô˘. ªÈ·
ÌÂÁ¤ı˘ÓÛË ÙÔ˘˜ ÛÂ ÌÂÁ¿ÏË ÎÏ›Ì·Î· ÌÔÚÂ› Ó· Ì·˜
‰ÒÛÂÈ ¤Ó· Ï‹ıÔ˜ ·fi ÏËÚÔÊÔÚ›Â˜ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ÂÔ¯‹ È‰È-
·›ÙÂÚ· ÔÏ‡ÙÈÌÂ˜.

Five panoramic views of Athens shortly before the
beginning of the 20th century. Low houses with two or
three storeys, tiled roofs…
The city stretches out between Lykavittos Hill and the
Sacred Rock. The Acropolis is visible from any location.
The height of the buildings remains low.
It is by majority a neoclassical city, unique in the world.
Because nowhere else can you meet this phenomenon,
where the neoclassical style is dominant to such an extent,
from the Royal Palace to the smallest civilian home.
There is no mentioning of the name of the maker on the
photos. But on one of them, instead of a signature, we have
the appearance of his shadow at the bottom left corner.
These are the oldest photos in our archives. If they were to
be enlarged to a bigger scale we would be able to notice a
wealth of information about that period, which would be
ever so valuable.
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ÕÔ„Ë ÙË˜ ∞ı‹Ó·˜ ·fi ÙÔ˘˜ ÚfiÔ‰Â˜ ÙÔ˘ §˘Î·‚ËÙÙÔ‡
ÂÎÂ› ÂÚ›Ô˘ fiÔ˘ Û‹ÌÂÚ· Ë ¢ÂÍ·ÌÂÓ‹. ™ÙÔ Ì¤ÛÔÓ
ÂÚ›Ô˘ ÙË˜ ÊˆÙÔÁÚ·Ê›·˜ Ô πÂÚfi˜ μÚ¿¯Ô˜ ÌÂ ÙËÓ
∞ÎÚfiÔÏË, Î·È ÛÙ· fi‰È· ÙÔ˘, ÔÈ Û˘ÓÔÈÎ›Â˜ ÙË˜ ¶Ï¿Î·˜
Î·È ÙÔ˘ £ËÛÂ›Ô˘.
™ÙË ÁˆÓ›· ·ÚÈÛÙÂÚ¿ ÙÔ ÌfiÏÈ˜ ·Ó·ÛÙËÏˆÌ¤ÓÔ ¶·Ó·ıËÓ·˚Îfi
™Ù¿‰ÈÔ Î·È ·ÎÚÈ‚Ò˜ ÌÚÔÛÙ¿ ÙÔ˘ Ë ÎˆÓÈÎ‹ ÛÙ¤„Ë ÙË˜
ÁˆÓ›·˜ ÙÔ˘ ªÂÁ¿ÚÔ˘ ¶ÂÛÌ·Ù˙fiÁÏÔ˘ ÛÙË ÁˆÓ›· ÙˆÓ
Ô‰ÒÓ ∏ÚÒ‰Ë ÙÔ˘ ∞ÙÙÈÎÔ‡ Î·È μ·ÛÈÏ›ÛÛË˜ ™ÔÊ›·˜, Î·È
ÛÙË Û˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ· Ù· ∞Ó¿ÎÙÔÚ· (ÛËÌ. μÔ˘Ï‹ ) Î·È Ô μ·ÛÈ-
ÏÈÎfi˜ Î‹Ô˜.

View of Athens from the foothill of Lykavittos, more or
less where today the area called Dexameni is situated. In
the middle of the photograph we see the Sacred Rock with
the Acropolis and below it the neighbourhoods of Plaka
and Thesseio.
In the left hand corner the Panathinaikon Stadio, recently
restored, and right in front of it the conical decoration of
the corner of Pesmatzoglou Mansion at the junction of
Herod Atticus Street and Vasilissis Sofias Avenue and
behind that the Royal Palace (nowadays the Parliament)
and the Royal Gardens.

∏ ∞ı‹Ó· ÛÙ· Ù¤ÏË
ÙÔ˘ 19Ô˘ ·ÈÒÓ·.

Athens at the end
of the 19th century
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Still at Lykavittos foothills. This photograph must have
been taken along the axis of Omirou Street, at the
point of Anagnostopoulou Street.
In the left hand corner, in the forefront is the small
church of St. Dionyssios Areopagitis, exactly on the
spot where the modern church was built. Still on the
left far in the background the Panathinaikon Stadio
and the Royal Gardens with the Palace. We can also
see the Successor’s  Palace (nowadays the
Presidential Residence) before the attachment of the
ballroom on the side of King George II’s  Avenue.
Taking in account the fact that the Successor’s Palace
was built in 1897 and the ballroom was added in
1909, these pictures should have been taken during
this period.
Central in the photo is the Acropolis again, and on the
right we see the Civilian Hospital (nowadays Cultural
Centre of the Municipality of Athens ) in Akademias
Street and the Athenian Trilogy on Panepistimiou
Avenue and further back the Arsakeio School.
This t ime the shot was probably taken from
Philopappou Hill. In the forefront we see Apostolou
Pavlou Street, still in formation.
On the right the Acropolis Hill, with Erechtheio,
Parthenon and Propylaia. Almost in the centre
Lykavittos Hill and on its left the Thesseio.

¶¿ÓÙ· ÛÙÔ˘˜ ÚfiÔ‰Â˜ ÙÔ˘ §˘Î·‚ËÙÙÔ‡. ∏ ÊˆÙÔÁÚ·-
Ê›· Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ¤¯ÂÈ ÙÚ·‚Ë¯ÙÂ› ÛÙÔÓ ¿ÍÔÓ· ÙË˜ Ô‰Ô‡
√Ì‹ÚÔ˘, ÛÙÔ ‡„Ô˜ ÙË˜ Ô‰Ô‡ ∞Ó·ÁÓˆÛÙÔÔ‡ÏÔ˘.
™ÙË ÁˆÓ›· ·ÚÈÛÙÂÚ¿, ÛÂ ÚÒÙÔ Ï¿ÓÔ ÙÔ ÌÈÎÚfi ÂÎÎÏË-
Û¿ÎÈ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¢ÈÔÓ˘Û›Ô˘ ÙÔ˘ ∞ÚÂÔ·Á›ÙÔ˘ ÛÙË ı¤ÛË
fiÔ˘ ¯Ù›ÛÙËÎÂ ·ÚÁfiÙÂÚ· Ô ÛËÌÂÚÈÓfi˜ Ó·fi˜. ¶¿ÓÙ·
·ÚÈÛÙÂÚ¿ ÛÙÔ ‚¿ıÔ˜, ÙÔ ¶·Ó·ıËÓ·˚Îfi ™Ù¿‰ÈÔ Î·È Ô
μ·ÛÈÏÈÎfi˜ Î‹Ô˜ ÌÂ Ù· ∞Ó¿ÎÙÔÚ·. ¢È·ÎÚ›ÓÂÙ·È Â›ÛË˜
ÙÔ ∞Ó¿ÎÙÔÚÔ ÙÔ˘ ¢È·‰fi¯Ô˘ (ÛËÌ. ¶ÚÔÂ‰ÚÈÎfi ª¤Á·ÚÔ)
ÚÈÓ Á›ÓÂÈ Ë ÚÔÛı‹ÎË ÙË˜ ·›ıÔ˘Û·˜ ¯ÔÚÔ‡ ÚÔ˜ ÙËÓ
ÏÂ˘Ú¿ ÙË˜ ÏÂˆÊ. μ·Û. °ÂˆÚÁ›Ô˘ μ’. ¢Â‰ÔÌ¤ÓÔ˘ fiÙÈ
ÙÔ ∞Ó¿ÎÙÔÚÔ ÙÔ˘ ¢È·‰fi¯Ô˘ ¯Ù›ÛÙËÎÂ ÙÔ 1897 Î·È Ë
·›ıÔ˘Û· ¯ÔÚÔ‡ ÚÔÛÂÙ¤ıË ÙÔ 1909 ÔÈ ÊˆÙÔÁÚ·Ê›Â˜
·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ ÂÓfiÙËÙ·˜ Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÙÚ·‚Ë¯ÙÂ› ÛÙÔ
ÌÂÛÔ‰È¿ÛÙËÌ·.
™ÙÔ Î¤ÓÙÚÔ ÙË˜ ÊˆÙÔÁÚ·Ê›·˜ Î·È ¿ÏÈ Ë ∞ÎÚfiÔÏË,
ÂÓÒ ÛÙ· ‰ÂÍÈ¿ ‰È·ÎÚ›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔ ¶ÔÏÈÙÈÎfi ¡ÔÛÔÎÔÌÂ›Ô,
ÛËÌÂÚÈÓfi ¶ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎfi ∫¤ÓÙÚÔ ÙÔ˘ ¢‹ÌÔ˘ ∞ıËÓ·›ˆÓ,
ÛÙËÓ Ô‰fi ∞Î·‰ËÌ›·˜ Î·È ÙËÓ ∞ıËÓ·˚Î‹ ΔÚÈÏÔÁ›· ÛÙË
ÏÂˆÊ. ¶·ÓÂÈÛÙËÌ›Ô˘ Î·È ÛÙË Û˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ· ÙÔ ∞ÚÛ¿ÎÂÈÔ.
∞˘Ù‹ ÙË ÊÔÚ¿ Ë Ï‹„Ë ¤¯ÂÈ Á›ÓÂÈ Èı·ÓfiÙ·Ù· ·fi ÙÔ
ÏfiÊÔ ÙÔ˘ ºÈÏÔ¿Ô˘. ™Â ÚÒÙÔ Ï¿ÓÔ Ê·›ÓÂÙ·È Ë
Ô‰fi˜ ∞ÔÛÙfiÏÔ˘ ¶·‡ÏÔ˘ ·ÎfiÌË ·‰È·ÌfiÚÊˆÙË.
¢ÂÍÈ¿ Ô ‚Ú¿¯Ô˜ ÙË˜ ∞ÎÚfiÔÏË˜, ÌÂ ÙÔ ∂ÚÂ¯ıÂ›Ô, ÙÔÓ
¶·ÚıÂÓÒÓ· Î·È Ù· ¶ÚÔ‡Ï·È·. ™ÙÔ Î¤ÓÙÚÔ ÂÚ›Ô˘, Ô
ÏfiÊÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ §˘Î·‚ËÙÙÔ‡ Î·È ·ÚÈÛÙÂÚ¿ ÙÔ˘ ÙÔ £ËÛÂ›Ô.
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∏ Ï‹„Ë ¤¯ÂÈ Á›ÓÂÈ ÎÔÓÙ¿ ÛÙÔÓ ∞Á. ∞ı·Ó¿ÛÈÔ. ¢ÂÍÈ¿ ·fi
ÙÈ˜ ÁÚ·ÌÌ¤˜ ÙÔ˘ ÙÚ·›ÓÔ˘ Ô˘ Ô‰ËÁÂ› ÛÙÔÓ ¶ÂÈÚ·È¿, ÙÔ
£ËÛÂ›Ô Î·È Ë ∞ÎÚfiÔÏË, ·ÚÈÛÙÂÚ¿ Ô §˘Î·‚ËÙÙfi˜. ∞ÎÚÈ-
‚Ò˜ ‰›Ï· ÛÙÈ˜ ÁÚ·ÌÌ¤˜ Ë Â¤ÎÙ·ÛË ÙË˜ Ô‰Ô‡ ∂ÚÌÔ‡,
Ô‰ËÁÂ› Â˘ıÂ›· ÛÙ· ∞Ó¿ÎÙÔÚ·.
∞ÚÈÛÙÂÚ¿ ÙË˜ Ô‰Ô‡ ∂ÚÌÔ‡ Ô ∫ÂÚ·ÌÂÈÎfi˜, ·‰È·ÌfiÚÊˆÙÔ˜
·ÎfiÌ· Î·È ·¤Ó·ÓÙÈ, Â› ÙË˜ ¶ÂÈÚ·ÈÒ˜ ÙÔ ÂÚÁÔÛÙ¿ÛÈÔ
·ÂÚÈfiÊˆÙÔ˜ ÛÙËÓ ÚÒÙË Ê¿ÛË ÏÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›·˜ ÙÔ˘.
™ÙÔ ‚¿ıÔ˜ Ô Ó·fi˜ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ §Ô˘Î¿.

This shot must have been taken near St. Athanassios.
On the right side of the railway lines, leading to
Pireus,  Thesseio and the Acropolis ,  on the lef t
Lykavittos Hill.
On the left of Ermou Street, the Kerameikos, still
unrestored, and opposite that, on Pireos Street, the
gas works, during its first phase of operation.
Further back the church of St. Loukas.

ª›· ·ÎfiÌË ·ÓÔÚ·ÌÈÎ‹ ¿Ô„Ë ÙË˜ ∞ı‹Ó·˜ ÌÂ ÙÔÓ πÂÚfi
μÚ¿¯Ô ÛÙËÓ ‰ÂÍÈ¿ ÁˆÓ›· ÛÂ ÚÒÙÔ Ï¿ÓÔ, Î·È ÙÔ ÏfiÊÔ
ÙÔ˘ §˘Î·‚ËÙÙÔ‡ ÛÙÔ Î¤ÓÙÚÔ.
¢È·ÎÚ›ÓÔÓÙ·È Ô ¯ÒÚÔ˜ ÙË˜ ƒˆÌ·˚Î‹˜ ∞ÁÔÚ¿˜, ÙÔ Ù˙·Ì› ÙÔ˘
™Ù·ÚÔ¿˙·ÚÔ˘, ÔÈ ‡ÚÁÔÈ Î·Ì·Ó·ÚÈ¿ ÙË˜ ∞Á›·˜ ∂ÈÚ‹-
ÓË˜, Ù· ∞Ó¿ÎÙÔÚ·.

One more panoramic view of Athens with the Sacred
Rock in the right hand corner in the forefront and
Lykavittos Hill in the centre.
We can see the area of the Roman Market, the mosque
named after the wheat market, the bell towers of St.
Eirini, the Royal Palace.
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